
Overview of Member Training sessions (2023-24 and 

2024-25). 
During 2023-24 there were 19 training sessions, 2 of these were Mandatory training sessions, 11 
were ‘Other’ training sessions which were requested by Councillors or Officers due to projects or 
tasks occurring in the borough, and 6 were briefing sessions to give Members a steer or guidance on 
decisions or events.  
 
During 2024-25 there were 24 training sessions, 3 of these were Mandatory training sessions, 15 
were ‘Other’ training sessions which were requested by Councillors or Officers due to  projects or 
tasks occurring in the borough and 6 were briefing sessions to give Members a steer or guidance on 
decisions or events.  
 
Please see table below: 

Year 
Mandatory 
sessions 

Other 
training 
sessions 

Briefing 
sessions 

Total 
number of 
sessions 

2023-2024 2 11 6 19 

2024-2025 3 15 6 24 

Total 5 26 12 43 

In comparing the number of trained members on Committees  with those that require mandatory 

training, the table below shows the percentage of Councillors in each political group  that can sit on 

either Planning or Licensing Committee. 

Please note the Standards training is excluded as it is  only mandatory required for standards sub-

hearings.  

 

For both Planning and Licensing Committees there are sufficiently trained Members from all political 

groups for those political groups that are entitled to the seat. 

The tables below provide a more detailed summary of the attendance at the training sessions held 

during both periods, broken down by each political group. 

Please note that for some training sessions a full attendance list is not held, so those sessions have 

been excluded from these statistics. Please also note that some Members might have watched  

recordings of training sessions on the Members Teams Channel and it is not currently possible to 

gather that information.   

It is important to consider group size when reviewing the attendance figures,  for example,  the 

Labour group shows a significantly higher number of Members at training sessions, because they are 

the largest political group, and therefore have more Members available to attend, whilst the 

Independent Member has a 100% training record on Licensing because he is the only Independent 

Member and has attended licensing training. 

All  groups  show good attendance at training sessions in relation to their overall size. 

Political Group

Planning 

Committee 

seats

No. of Cllrs 

Trained on 

Planning

% of Group Trained 

to sit on Planning 

Committee

Col

um

n1

Licensing 

Committee 

Seats

No. of Cllrs 

Trained on 

Licensing

% of Group Trained 

to sit on Licensing 

Committee

Conservative 4 8 80% 4 7 70%

Greens 1 3 100% 1 2 67%

Independent 0 0 0% 0 1 100%

Labour 5 14 93% 5 7 47%

Liberal Democrats 2 4 80% 1 2 40%

SIA 3 6 75% 2 3 38%

Reform UK 2 5 100% 2 4 80%



Comparison between attendance at different training sessions during 2023-24 and 2024-25  

 

Number of Members who attended training sessions held during 2023-24 broken down by Political group 
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Conservative 6 7 10 6 7 1 37

Greens 4 2 5 2 4 3 20

Independent 1 1 1 1 1 5

Labour 9 15 48 27 26 29 154

Liberal Democrats 3 2 3 5 2 1 16

SIA 7 6 12 8 10 9 52

Reform UK 8 2 6 16

Total 30 40 79 51 50 50 300

P
o
li
ti

ca
l G

ro
u
p

5
 Y

e
a
r 
H

o
u
si

n
g 

La
n
d
 

S
u
p
p
ly

 P
la

n
n
in

g 

B
ri

e
fi

n
g

A
u
d
it

 C
o
m

m
it

te
e
 

tr
a
in

in
g

C
h
a
ir

in
g 

S
ki

ll
s 

W
o
rk

sh
o
p
 

C
o
m

m
u
n
it

y 
S
a
fe

ty
 

b
ri

e
fi

n
g

H
o
u
si

n
g 

a
n
d
 H

e
a
lt

h
 

C
o
m

m
it

te
e
 t
ra

in
in

g 

In
fo

rm
a
ti

o
n
 

G
o
ve

rn
a
n
ce

 t
ra

in
in

g

Li
ce

n
si

n
g 

Tr
a
in

in
g

M
e
m

b
e
r 
Fi

n
a
n
ce

 

B
ri

e
fi

n
g

M
e
m

b
e
r 
O

ff
ic

e
r 

P
ro

to
co

l T
ra

in
in

g

N
e
w

 w
a
st

e
 c

o
n
tr

a
ct

 

B
ri

e
fi

n
g

U
n
d
e
rs

ta
n
d
in

g 

C
o
n
d
it

io
n
s

S
o
u
n
d
 r
e
a
so

n
s 

fo
r 

d
e
ci

si
o
n
-m

a
ki

n
g

S
a
fe

gu
a
rd

in
g 

C
h
il
d
re

n

P
la

n
n
in

g 
C

o
m

m
it

te
e
 

tr
a
in

in
g

U
n
d
e
rs

ta
n
d
in

g 
a
n
d
 

p
a
rt

ic
ip

a
ti

n
g 

in
 

P
la

n
n
in

g 
A
p
p
e
a
l 

P
ro

ce
ss

W
a
st

e
 a

n
d
 S

tr
e
e
t 

C
le

a
n
si

n
g 

cu
rr

e
n
t 

se
rv

ic
e
 B

ri
e
fi

n
g

To
ta

l T
ra

in
in

g 

a
tt

e
n
d
e
d
 b

y 
P
a
rt

y

Conservative 2 1 1 2 2 1 1 6 4 1 2 23

Greens 2 2 1 1 2 1 3 1 13

Independent 1 1 1 3

Labour 5 5 12 5 1 6 3 4 11 7 1 3 7 6 2 5 83

Liberal Democrats 1 1 1 2 1 2 8

SIA 3 4 2 2 3 3 2 1 1 5 1 2 29

Total 14 6 19 6 3 7 10 9 19 11 2 3 16 20 4 10 159

Key: 

Mandatory Training: Planning, Licensing and 

Standards. 

‘Other’: training sessions requested by 

Councillors or Officers due to certain 

projects or tasks occurring in the borough.  

Briefing: held to give Members steer or 

guidance on decisions or events.  

 



Attendance at all the training sessions held during 2024-25 broken down by Political Group 

 

Overview of External training sessions held during 2023-2025  
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Conservative 1 1 2 3 1 4 2 14

Greens 1 1 2 1 1 1 7

Independent 1 1 2

Labour 9 2 3 10 10 5 4 8 8 8 4 71

Liberal Democrats 1 1 1 3 1 1 8

SIA 3 1 2 4 2 2 3 1 3 2 23

Reform UK 3 4 2 1 1 4 1 16

Total 15 2 9 19 16 10 8 20 11 20 11 141

Type of External Training Date of training Number of attendees Total cost of training

Chairing Skills for Members 16/06/2023 19 £1,546.00

Standards Training 24/06/2024 11 £1,517.07

Neurodiversity Workshop 25/09/2024 Information not held £850.00

Questioning, scrutiny and 

critical thinking, Chairing 

skills workshops x4 21/05/25 & 03/06/25 24 £3,316.00


